
Printmaking 
& Geometry

In 1947, Blackburn acquired his first lithographic 
press and opened a printmaking workshop in  
his home. The Robert Blackburn Printmaking 
Workshop is still in operation today and focuses  
on the development of a diverse artistic community 
by providing affordable access to equipment and 
art education. 
 
Through collaborating with other artists to create 
experimental prints, creating his own diverse body 
of work, and working as a master printmaker, 
Blackburn explored many printmaking techniques 
throughout his life. 
 

Robert Blackburn 
Three Ovals/Blue/Green, 1963–70s       

Robert Blackburn 
(1920–2003) was an 
influential artist and 
educator. Blackburn 
studied printmaking  
as a teenager, later 
acquiring a lithographic 
press and opening  
his own community-
focused print shop. 
Three Ovals/Blue/
Green is one of the 
many woodcut prints 
he created starting in 
the 1960s.

Lesson Plan 
Suggested for 1st–5th grades

This lesson provides an opportunity for students  
to understand some of the central processes  
of printmaking.  
 
Students will learn how to make multiple images 
from one original drawing or piece of artwork and 
how a limited vocabulary of shapes and colors can 
produce a dynamic composition.



Objective 
Students will learn about multiples by transforming  
an original, geometric drawing into a two- or three- 
color print.

Essential Question 
How can we use basic “ingredients,” shapes, and only 
two or three colors (including the paper color) to create  
a dynamic composition?
 
Vocabulary 
Printmaking 
A process for making multiple copies of an image from 
an original. 

Brayer 
A roller used to apply ink to a printing surface. 

Baren 
A flat tool used to apply pressure to paper and transfer  
the ink while printing. 

Composition 
The way colors, shapes, textures, and materials are 
arranged to create an image, drawing attention to 
specific elements within the artwork. 

Negative space 
Area around imagery in an artwork; background.
 
Materials 
Pencils 
Pre-cut shapes 
Tape 
Colored and white paper 
Inovart Print Foam or Styrofoam plates  
     (use scissors to remove the rim so the base of  
     the plate lays flat on a table)  
Printmaking ink or paint (two colors) 
Brayer 
Trays for printing ink

Preparation
1. Introduce Blackburn’s work and the concept of 

printmaking using the vocabulary words.  

2. Display Blackburn’s Three Ovals/Blue/Green and 
discuss using visual inquiry.

3. Prepare pre-cut shapes, paper, and all printmaking 
materials.

4. Discuss the idea of multiples by asking why an artist 
would want to make multiples of an image.

Methods
1. Ask students: How can I use basic shapes to make  

an interesting composition and print?

2. Ask small groups of students to use the pre-cut 
shapes to create a collaborative temporary 
composition on the table top.

3. Ask students why they made the choices they did  
in creating their composition.

 
4. Have each small group finalize their composition by 
 taping it to the table and then tracing it onto a sheet 
 of paper.

5. Have students then transfer their drawing to a foam 
plate by placing the drawing on top of the plate and 
tracing over it with a pencil.

6. Have students roll ink onto the foam plate with a 
brayer, place colored paper onto the plate, and rub  
the back of the paper with a barren or wooden spoon.

7.  Ask students to compare the print and original drawing.

8. Have students work in small groups to make multiple 
prints.

Reflection
1.  Do a gallery walk in your classroom to view finished 

prints and drawings.

2.  Have students describe compositions they consider 
successful and why, and compare drawings with prints.
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Robert Blackburn                                                                 
Three Ovals/Blue/Green, 1963–70s                       
Woodcut on paper                                                                       
Image: 11 1/4 × 12 in. Sheet: 20 1/2 × 14 9/16 in.            
The Studio Museum in Harlem; gift of the Estate of Robert Blackburn                                                              
2016.1.12
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